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Since the Dawn of  Man Music has been a driving force for humanity, it has 

evolved, adapted and divided into many styles and genres, each with the ability 

to touch the soul of a listener based on their personal taste. 

Over the years, a small but ever growing group of artists have become known as 

“Icons” or “Legends” because of their innovations, pioneering and becoming 

influential examples, giving inspiration to other art-ists to take chances, 

experiment and devote their heart and soul to their craft, Elvis Presley, Bob 

Marley, James Taylor, Jimi Hendrix and John Coltrane to name a few. 

Todd Taylor has earned his place in this elite group of pioneers by blazing a 

trail to a style of music that is uniquely his own. It has been said that Todd 

Taylor is to the Banjo what John Coltrane was to the Saxophone. Even Though 

Todd’s roots are firmly planted in Bluegrass, his heart also beats to the sound 

of a different drummer. Rock and Roll runs through his veins and out of his 

fingertips pioneering a style of music unlike any the world has ever known. 

Todd’s determination, extreme talent and ability to overcome obstacles has 

bridged the gap between Bluegrass and Rock & Roll, a feat many said was 

impossible and would not work. Like the true Legends that came before him, this 

opposition gave Todd the determination to master his craft and give the world a 

new genre of music that reaches across the masses. Todd became the first artist 

in history to take the banjo to the Rock & Roll top 40 on the Rick Dee’s show in 

the late 80’s with his mind blowing rendition of the classic rock hit “FreeBird”. 

Todd has been called “Banjovi” and the father of “New Grass” It is not certain 

what title history will honor Todd with, but there is one fact that is certain. 

Todd's innovative, pioneering talent continues to amaze his huge audience of 

fans around the globe.  
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Todd “Banjoman” Taylor first fell in love with the banjo at just six years old. While on a family 

trip to Walt Disney World, Todd's parents, James and Nancy, realized he had wandered 

off. After a frantic search they found Todd on a steamboat ride -- mesmerized by the music of 

the banjo performer. His mom finally gave in to his pleadings and purchased his first banjo 

from a JCPenny catalog the following Christmas. Since then, Todd has enjoyed a music ca-

reer spanning three decades.  

As a teenager and young adult, Todd appeared at the Grand Ole Opry with music legends 

Roy Acuff and Bill Monroe, and TV shows like Regis and Kathy Lee, Jerry Lewis telethon and 

many more. Todd may be best known for using his unique style to elevate the banjo from the 

confines of bluegrass to build a bridge into all genres of music, especially rock 'n' roll.  He was 

the first solo banjo musician to take the banjo as a solo instrument to the Rick Dees Weekly 

Top 40 internationally-syndicated radio program in the 1980’s for his groundbreaking arrange-

ment and performance of Lynyrd Skynyrd’s “Freebird.”  

Although Todd has donated his time to various worthwhile charities during his career, the 

Muscular Dystrophy Association (MDA) has a special place in his heart. In his twen-

ties, Todd became increasingly ill and almost lost his life. Extensive testing revealed he 

had inherited a mitochondrial disease from his mother, and despite his doctor's progno-

sis, Todd was determined to recover. He performed on the MDA telethon with Jerry Lewis on 

more than one occasion; increasing awareness of the disease and helping to raise funds for 

the organization's tireless efforts.  

In 2007, Todd was the first to set the Guinness World Record for Fastest Banjo by performing 

both parts of “Dueling Banjos” at a mind-blowing 210 beats per minute! He dedicated 

his record to everyone fighting to overcome a disease or obstacle in their life, and continues 

to encourage the power of a positive attitude to those who may be struggling. 2011 produced 

Todd's rock 'n' blues tablature book, Pickin’ Over the Speed Limit, and a feature in the docu-

mentary Breaking and Entering, highlighting his Guinness World Record achievement.   

But the pinnacle of his career came in 2012 when Governor Nikki Haley presented Todd with 
the Order of the Palmetto, the highest civilian honor in South Carolina, for his inspiring per-
sonal example and musical contribution to his home state. Todd says, "My life has been 
blessed in so many ways, and I have no plans to stop sharing the gift God has given me."  in 
2018  TO  RECOGNIZE  WEDNESDAY,  MARCH  14,  2018  AND  The  Second Tuesday in March  
of  each year thereafter as “SOUTHCAROLINA BANJO DAY” IN HONOR OF TODD “BANJOMAN” 
TAYLOR’S MUSICAL CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE STATE OF SOUTH CAROLINA. 
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Todd Taylor is also  A Author for Hal Leonard  - Centerstream Publications  

The World’s Largest Music Print Publishers he has many Banjo Books released worldwide by them. 

https://www.halleonard.com/search/search.action?subsiteid=1&keywords=TODD+TAYLOR&x=19&y=4 

https://www.halleonard.com/search/search.action?subsiteid=1&keywords=TODD+TAYLOR&x=19&y=4














https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bygkrTTcTWs 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=bygkrTTcTWs



